OTHER   EDENS
Free Trade, and the establishment of a National Bank of
Ireland showed to the full the efficacy of conciliatory
strength. In 1784 as chairman of the committee examining
the East India Company he was responsible for recom-
mendations that found their way into several great Par-
liamentary measures.
It is with the return of Pitt after the downfall of the
Fox-North coalition that Eden's career grows to its full
stature and is closely identified with Pitt's mighty pro-
gramme of financial reforms, the corner-stone of which was
the commercial treaty with France. It was Eden whom
Pitt sent as special envoy to Versailles in 1785. ' Difficult
and intricate ' is the description of the negotiations in the
Dictionary of National Biography, for although Eden found
a France seething with spacious ideas, and although he had
all through the good wishes of the physiocrats and the
advanced political theorists who advocated Free Trade, the
application of those ideas to particular measures was for
the most part overlooked, and the feeble ministers of the
dying ancien regime had neither the courage nor the con-
victions to carry through comprehensive settlements. How-
ever, on September 26, 1786, this great labour was success-
fully sealed and completed.
' In 1787 % writes his pious son, the Bishop of Bath and
Wells, in a preface to his Journals and Correspondence,
* Mr. Eden had the most arduous duties to perform. He
concluded a treaty respecting the East Indies in which for
the first time our rights of sovereignty were acknowledged
by the French Government. He also by his conciliatory con-
duct and the influence which he had gained at the Court
of Versailles mainly contributed to the prevention of a war
with respect to the affairs of Holland.' Pitt was delighted at
the success of his minister—was lavish with praise for his
diplomatic resource. The sort of atmosphere in which the
diligent Eden had to work can be seen in the following ex-
tract from the Morning Post of October 20, 1787 (exactly a

